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DICKINSON LAW REVIEW

VOL. 59

A BACKWARD GLANCE AT SOME FEATURES
OF OUR EARLY REVIEWS
By
A. J. WHITE HUTTON*

The present number completes the fifty-ninth volume of Dickinson Law Review. For almost two generations this publication has stood as the expression of the
legal life of the Law School. The views of the writers contributing to its pages are of
frequent citation by legal authorities and services. These volumes constitute cogent
evidence of progress and honorable standing in the field of law.
It has occurred to the writer that a recital of some features of our publication,
particularly of the early numbers, might and it is hoped will prove to be of interest and inspiration to the readers, students, graduates and those devoted to the
law, legal education and history.
The Forum
It was in the year 1890 that Dickinson School of Law was incorporated by
decree of the Court of Common Pleas of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, and
by this movement the Reed Chair of Law at Dickinson College, which had been
dormant for a number of years, became, by consent of the college authorities, merged
into the new corporation. The leading figures in this incorporation were the
following: Dr. George Edward Reed, President of Dickinson College, Judge
Wilbur F. Sadler, and Dr. William Trickett. By action of board of incorporators,
Wilbur F. Sadler, and Dr. William Trickett. By action of the board
of incorporators, Dr. Trickett was unanimously elected to the office
of Dean of the School, and he remained continuously in this position until his
death on August 1, 1928, at the age of eighty-eight years. The early beginnings of
the incorporated school were humble and were only sustained by the loyal efforts
of Dr. Trickett, the incorporators and the many friends of the School resident in
Carlisle and throughout the state. The progress of th'e School, however, was steady
and prior to the graduation of the Class of 1897 the School had conferred degrees
upon 107 graduates. It was felt as time went on that the School should have a legal
publication and so in the fall of 1896 it was so determined by action of the student
body with the approval and guidance of the Dean. Thus it came to pass that in
January of 1897, the first issue called The Forum appeared. In the editorial of
this January, Number 1 of Volume I of the new publication appears an editorial
quoted in part as follows:
"The Forum of the Dickinson School of Law with this issue bows
to the public. It comes not to revolutionize the p'eriodicals of collegiate
circles, nor to dim the light of any journal which may be shining in the
*A.B. Gettysburg; A.M. Gettysburg; LL.B. Harvard; LL.D. Gettysburg; Professor of Law,
Dickinson School of Law 1902-1951; now Professor Emeritus and Special Lecturer, Dickinson
School of Law; former Member Pennsylvania House of Representatives; Author of Hutton on Wills
in Pennsylvania; Member Pennsylvania and Franklin County Bar Associations.
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legal world. The purpose of The Forum is both general and specificgeneral in the s'ense that through its medium well established principles
of law will be adduced and treated in the reports of moot court cases, and
specific in that primarily it will be devoted to the Dickinson School of
Law. From time to time also, there will be discussions of legal questions
and contributions by well-known writers.
"The student body unanimously believed that a journal such as The
Forum would be helpful to themselves and would subserve the interests
of the school. This view was shared by Dean Trickett, and resultant from
conferences has come the monthly Forum. Each number will contain
reports of the month's moot court cases, in which there will be the statement of facts, the briefs of the counsel and the opinion of the presiding
judge. In addition, there will be interesting notes of the school happenings and personal mention of the alumni. The editors are especially desirous that the graduates of the school send personal notes. This is to be
a feature of each issue and the members of the previous classes can,
through The Forum, keep in touch with each other and informed of their
life and work in the profession. Newspaper notices or contributed notes
are earnestly desired, and each alumnus is asked to accept this message as
a personal request to furnish the editors with such notices. We wish to
lay special emphasis on this request and sincerely hope that it will not be
disregarded."
The January number has as a frontispiece the picture of the Dean with a
short biography of his career up to the time, characteristically terse concerning
personal matters, but elaborating more to the point concerning his professional
background. This biography is interesting because it is one of the very few outlines of this noted man's career which came from his own hand. It is stated, inter
alia, that after a collegiate career, a trip to Europe and a period spent as a professor
at the colhge, he was admitted to the Bar of Cumberland County in 1875 and
commenced the practice of the law. At the time of his assumption of duties as
dean, Dr. Trickett was already a legal author of note and had fame throughout
the state as an author of many phases of Pennsylvania law. His first work entitled The Law of Liens in Pennsylvania established securely his reputation as a
legal writer.
As a frontispiece to the February, 1897 issue of The Forum appears the picture of Judge Wilbur F. Sadler, together with a short sketch of his life. These two
men had formed a friendship early in life which continued until the death of
Judge Sadler. They were in fact inseparable as close friends, and in the administration of the new school Judge Sadler was an enthusiastic and wise coadjutor.
As a frontispiece to the June, 1897 number of The Forum appears a picture
of Dr. George Edward Reed, President of Dickinson College and also of the
Dickinson School of Law. All of these men were active in the administration of
the School, and their work was divided according to their natural leanings, the
Dean teaching, among other courses, his principal one, the law of real property
and Judge Sadler, the law of corporations and particularly the course on practice.
Dr. Reed was one of th foremost and outstanding orators of the day, very im-
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pressive in manner and stature and possessed of a fine rhetorical delivery, and
at the School he conducted a series of lectures on the art of public speaking which
he called "Forensics". There are also in the first volume, pictures of other professors, the board of The Forum and a rare cut consisting of a sketch of the
library. The commencement orator for the year 1897 was the Honorable Charles B.
Lore, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Delaware, and there is in the volume
a picture of this distinguished jurist and also some pictures of the law classes of the
period. These matters are mentioned particularly for their historical import constituting original sources of this early history of our venerable institution.
Initially, the legal publication was actually built around the work of the moot
court and the use of the moot court as an essential part of legal education constituted an established principle of the Dean's theory of legal education. From
this principle he never wavered and the opinions of the court set forth in this
first volume represent his careful research and elucidation of the principles of
law applicable to the particular case. This will be reffered to together with other
matters pertaining to the moot court later on in this article. It may be added that
these illustrations of the Dean's profound legal learning and accurate reasoning
are as valuable today as when they were written, and fortunately in the back of
each volume is a digest of decisions reported and briefs submitted, all in alphabetical index according to the particular portion of the law as classified. A study of
these digests discloses the work of one long accustomed to writing books on legal
subjects and recognizing, what is not always observed in some legal dissertations,
that the value of the particular work to the searcher rests fundamentally upon an
accurate and complete index, thus making available the material between the covers.

The Time Test
In the February, 1897 Forum is an editorial under the above caption, which
is in the Trickett style that so endeared him to his classes year after year. It constitutes odd lines of reasoning, which as applied in so many instances in the class
room in the discussion of the opinions of the judges, stimulated the students to individual thinking, which after all was the ultimate object of the teacher. An illustration is as follows:
"It is the fashion to test a man's fitness to become a lawyer, in part,
by the time he has professedly spent in acquiring the fitness. If he has
studied law only one year, he cannot be fit. If he has studied law three
years, how very fit he must be!
"Now, if we knew nothing else of one person's knowledge than that
he had spent three years in acquiring it, and of another person's than that
he spent but one year, we should reasonably infer that the former had
larger knowledge than the latter. Were there no examining boards, it
would b'e well enough to say that no one should be admitted to the bar
until he had seemed to study two or three years. But there are examining boards. And their declared reason for being is that they may learn
what the candidate knows. That being so, what more idle or stupid policy
than that of requiring a certain minimum time to elapse between the comcommencement of the study and the admission to the bar? Two men come
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before the same board at the same time. They are found equally intelligent, equally well informed on the law. But Mr. A. gained his competence
by a good mind sedulously applied during one year. Mr. B. gained his
competence by a dull mind sedulously applied during three years, or he
gained his competence by a good mind exerted lazily and spasmodically
upon the law during three years. Which of the two gives the better promise? But Mr. B. will be taken and Mr. A. will be left. If Mr. A. had the
merit of having spent three years instead of one in gaining what qualification he has, he would be taken too!
"So, it comes to pass, that the rule prescribing a time test is a discrimination against capacity and industry, and a premium on incompetence
and indolence."
About the Moot Court
As already stated and abundantly illustrated in the several volumes of The
Forum, the Dean was very insistent upon th-e work of the moot court as an essential in the study of the law. Sometimes the impression got around that the
Dean had not been a practicing lawyer but was devoted exclusively to the theory
of the law. This however, was erroneous for he had had ample experience from
the time of his admission to the Bar in 1875 to his assumption of the duties of
Dean of the School in 1890, to not only appreciate the necessity of a lawyer knowing the rules of practice but also by his experience in the same. In looking over the
reports of our Supreme Court the reader will find that in the freqenutly cited
case of Harlan v. Maglaughlan,' in a matter of the law of fraudulent conveyances,
W. Trickett, J. W. Wetzel and W. F. Sadler appeared for the plaintiff in error,
and the judgment of the lower court was reversed. Dr. Trickett, however, after
the opening of the law school was so engrossed in the work of the School and
also in his legal writing that he actually had no time to devote to the practice of
law. In fact, it is a marvel to many studying his career that he found time to perform so well the varied and many duties and tasks that fell to his lot. Be it also
remembered that as far as the writer can recall, all of the Dean's writings were
originally in longhand and in his very familiar type of writing.
To return from this digression there will be found in The Forum, Volume I,
Number 6, an article on the above caption explaining the technique of the moot
court work and it warrants quotation in full as follows:
"The moot court has for some time played a larger role in the Dickinson School of Law than in most other law schools, and during the year
just closing it has received an emphasis never before put on it. Since the
commencement of the present school year, two nights weekly, Tuesdays
and Thursdays, have been devoted to this work. In the fall term, only the
seniors were engaged as counsel, because it was thought that those who
had just begun the study of law were not qualified to act in this capacity
with advantage to themselves but since the opening of the long session
in January, both juniors and seniors have been thus employed. Every
1 90 Pa. 293 (1879).
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Tuesday and Thursday night two cases have been argued, one by seniors,
and one by juniors..riers are prepared in each case by every attorney.
Oral arguments are made in the order, and as nearly after the forms as
possible, that obtain in court. The Dean of the school has sat as judge in
every case except one, having been relieved on that occasion by Judge
Sadler. The cases cited in the briefs and on the argument are examined,
and careful opinions are prepared in every case. The Forum contains a
record of this work for the year. The preparation of some decisions has
required a large amount of time, as those experienced in such matters will
readily understand. It has not infrequently happened that as many as
fifty authorities have been consulted. As the purpose of the opinion is
somewhat different from that of the opinions filed by the judges of the
courts; as it is designed not merely to announce the decision reached, and
to indicate to trained lawyers the principles that have conducted to it, but
to assist students to clear up for them doubtful or difficult points; the
style observed in them differentiates them somewhat from that of the
published opinions of the courts.
"During the last month of the session, three members of the senior
class sat as judges in each case, the juniors only being counsel. Each judge
was expected to write an opinion. This practice has been proven useful.
It compels the student to examine what is urged on both sides of the case,
to balance considerations against each other, and to collate and harmonize
authorities. This is the work which not only the auditor or master does,
but which 'every lawyer does who is asked for advice on questions that
have not yet assumed a contentious character. No lawyer is a safe counselor who has not learned to ponder all pertinent authorities pro and
con. From the decisions of the court composed of seniors, an appeal has
lain to the Dean, sitting as a Superior or Supreme court. Only one reversal has taken place, and the opinion of the lower court in that case
was written with conspicuous vigor. Several of the decisions of the lower
court were as able as the problems dealt with were difficult."
In Volume II of The Forum there is again an editorial emphasizing the
function of The Forum in publishing the moot court cases and calling attention
with particular stress to the importance attached to this branch of the students'
work at Dickinson School of Law and asserting that no other law school within
the knowledge of the writer offers better facilities in the matter of the work of
the moot court, reiterating the benefits to the student from this branch of activity
and citing the general approval of the judges.
In further illustration of the court work, in Number 3 of this same cited
volume of The Forum appears a unique dissertation entitled "About Briefs" which
is of such significance that the thoughts of the writer are quoted herewith extensively as follows:
"The maker of a brief must bear in mind that the court, for whom
he intends it, is not altogether imbecile. He does not need to write a
formal argument. He does enough when he states, briefly but lucidly,
what he regards as the governing principles. We say, briefly and lucidly.
One of these qualities is almost as important as the other. The court can
not take kindly to a prolix statement, however, clear, and a statement
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admirable for brevity, if wanting in perspicuity, is a delusion. Terseness,
clearness, these are the greatest virtues of style that the advocate can
exhibit before the court.
"But a well stated principle should not be left to commend itself
to the credence of the court without authority. It is sometimes of interest
to a judge to know what a lawyer thinks about a certain legal proposition; but there is a natural doubt of thle correspondence of the opinion
expressed by the attorney for a litigant, with that which he really entertains. Besides the judge would much rather know what some court of
authority has said on the subj'ect. Every proposition of law should be sustained, when possible, by adjudications. The names of the parties in a
case as well as the volume and page where it is reported should be given.
It is a sign of the indolent lawyer, that he contents himself with designating the volume and page alone. Nor should it be assumed that all cases
involving a principle are equally worthy of citation. In some the principle
is only obliquely alluded to. These are not as authoritative as those in
which it is consciously and deliberately stated, and adopted as the ratio
decidendi. The opinions of the courts vary in value, according to the
ability of their writers, or the care with which they have been composed.
The decision of a higher court is to be preferred, other things being equal,
to that of a lower; a more modern to an older. When many cases are
cited, the more cogent, and direct, should be distinguished from the
other. The court has other work to do, than to determine any one particular cause. It may lack opportunity, or inclination to read many decisions, wh'en one or two well selected ones would abundantly convince
it. If it should happen that the first one or two cases read by it seemed indecisive, irrelevant, or adverse, it would suspect the judgment or the
diligence of counsel, and possibly do him and his cause less than justice.
It sometimes happens that the precise principle desiderated is not found
in any decision; but that pricinples more or less similar may be. It is then
often necessary to compare several cases together, and the citation of a
greater number of cases is not only pardonable but advisable.
"It is needless to add, that the brief ought to be composed in the
English language, and ought to be fairly decipherable. Most lawyers, who
do not command a typewriter, are capable, when they try, of producing
tolerably legible characters with the pen. An illegible brief is often worse
than none, for, -besides failing to enlighten the judge, it exasperates him
through the fruitless efforts he has made to translate it."
The remarks just quoted are so cogently expressed and so eminently practical
that they may be recommended to the considerate attention of the young practitioner as well as to those who are as yet pursuing studies as students of the law, and
in this same general connection another editorial in Volume II, Number 5, of
The Forum, discoursing concerning a matter essential to a good brief, the homily
is entitled "On Citing Cases" and runs thus:
"No case should be cited unless it is relevant. The law contained
in it, may b-e interesting and important, but if it does not assist in the
decision of the question before the court, it is a vexatious impertinence
to consume time and distract attention, by pressing it upon the notice.
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"But how can the relevancy of a case be known? Clearly not, unless
it is read. Some lawyers are in the habit of casting a fugacious glance
over a case, and without consecutive reading, leaping to a conclusion concerning it. Briefs are occasionally seen, on which fully one-third or half
of the cases have no bearing on the point at issue.
"And, to read a case, is not to read the syllabus. The syllabus is
often imperfect, and sometimes erroneous. A prudent lawyer will never
vouch a case to support his contention, when he knows only what the
reporter has chosen to put into the head-note.
"Afain, to read a case, is not to read the opinion. Many opinions are
absolute y unintelligible, unless they are read in conjunction with the
report of the facts. It may be said with safety, that not at one time in ten,
can the doctrine of a case be confidently stated, unless the facts as well as
the argumentation of the judge, are studied. The facts limit and qualify
the general expressions of the opinion.
"Inmany instances, the perusal of the history ought to precede that
of the opinion, but not always. The reporter sometimes crams into the
report many facts on which the legal issue does not turn at all, and to
Which the court gives no heed, when writing the opinion. The reading
of the opinion first, will often shorten the reading of the history. With
which the reading ought to begin, must be determined by the good sense
of the lawyer, and the character of the case.
"But simply to read, is not enough. Many cases refuse to be understood until they have been long reflected on; or until they have been
compared with other kindred cases. A passive-minded lawyer will make
little headway in his profession. His mind must react vigorously on the
cases he reads; he must contemplate them from diverse points of view. It
occasionally happens that an opinion is carelessly written, and the principles enunciated in it are not those which have really led to the decision.
A vicious tendency to over-generalization makes the jugment of some
jurists misleading: while the value of others is reduced by a certain crudeness of rhetoric; a want of precision, brevity, and lucidity.. There is not
infrequent demand for more than a languid reading of a reported case,
if the lawyer really intends to understand it.
"A mistake often made, is to attach an exaggerated value to particular words and phrases of a judge. If every judge was a clear and accurate thinker, and was master of a vigorously exact style, such use of his
productions might be justified. But he is not always such. While he succeeds in stating his meaning on a page; it may be sprinkled profusely
with words and phrases that considered out of relation with the context
would be extremely deceptive. The lawyer must be a good thinker, and a
good reader, in order to comprehend the decisions. No man can be a
good lawyer, who is only a lawyer. General training is indispensable to
high efficiency. The art of citing cases is one which the careful lawyer will
not neglect to acquire."
The Value of Literary Societies in the School
Throughout the early volumes of The Forum appear from time to time generous comments upon the work of the two literary societies, the Allison Society
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and the Dickinson Society, and in Volume III, Number 2, of The Forum appears
an editorial on the topic above set forth containing such homely and pungent experiences through which most young lawyers and others essaying to public declamation have "fought, bled and died" that it is felt that any reader will peruse this
quotation with mingled feelings of accord and sympathy, the literary gem being
as follows:
"While study of the law and a knowledge of legal principles is
fundamental and necessary in order to follow the profession, there is
another branch which is just as essential, and the development of which
is just as necessary in order to make a successful lawyer; namely, acquiring the power of 'extemporaneous speech. The work of a lawyer is
not all confined to an office and matters of reference, to private consultation, and the giving of advice. In most instances these are but the
preliminary factors in a suit, the preparations for the actual trial which
is to follow, and it is the lawyer who can, upon the spur of the moment,
stand before the jury and make a weighty extemporaneous address,
who can then and there deliver a strong and convincing argument, that is
most successful in the final outcome of his case. This power of extemporaneous speech does not come naturally to every one, and it is in the opportunities for developing this side of a man's education that literary
societies afford, which gives to them especial value. There are but few
men, who, when unexpectedly called upon can, off hand, deliver a commendable address, in fact it is almost universal experience that the unfortunate individual who is called upon to deliver his first extemporaneous effort, rises to his feet, his heart thumping with the rapidity of the
revolutions of the drive wheels of a steam engine travelling at the rate of
ninety miles per hour, and after vainly attempting to swallow the lump
which comes into his throat, which won't be downed, and uselessly endeavoring to collect his scattered wits and force them into sensible
sentences, blurts out a few inarticulate, confused and meaningless words
and then sinks into his seat, wondering 'where in the world he is at,' To
every man who intends following the profession of the law, this time
is bound to come. It may be in a political meeting before a house crowded
with constituents, when failure will mean ignominy; it may be before a
circle of friends, wh'en failure to meet their expectations means disgrace,
or it may be before a court and jury, where inability to meet the exigencies
of the occasion means, not only the loss of the case at bar, and the confid'ence and respect of your client, but it also means an injury to your
reputation as a lawyer and a consequent impediment to future success.
The way to avoid these unfortunate results is for the individual to have
confidence in himself; this confidence can only be gained through experience, and the best manner in which to gain this experience with the
least unpleasant results is to pass through it along with those who are
in th'e same boat with yourself. This is just what the societies in the law
school afford. Here all men are on an oratorical equality. No one person
is any better prepared or equipped than another, and it is the man who
takes advantage of the opportunities offered him who will meet with
the most success in the future. What though you do make mistakes here,
suppos'e you are embarrassed when you attempt to speak, you are now
surrounded by men who are in the same condition, and who, perhaps,
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would not even meet with your success were they transferred to your
position; pitch in and say something 'even if it does mean nothing, and
there will radually come to you that confidence and belief in your own
ability, which will relieve you from embarrassing failure in the future
and insure you of much greater measures of success. The societies in
the school are good ones, and a strong rivalry is maintained between
them. Their work is of a high quality, and the practical benefit derived
from active work therein is demonstrated by the greater readiness of
speech displayed in the moot courts by those who participate in the exercises over men who take no part in either society. Every man ought to
insist upon being placed upon the programme as frequently as possible,
and the benefit which will th'ereby be gained will be surprising."
In the Number 1, October, 1903 issue, Volume VIII of The Forum, it is
stated that on Friday evening, October 16, an important change was effected by
the literary societies of the School. The report explains that owing to a lack of
time during the past year it was found that the two separate organizations could
not be maintained as the members were unable to do the work necessary to bring
the meetings up to the standard of excellence desired. Consequently, after due
deliberation it was determined that the best interests of each society called for a
uniting of the two into one under the name of the Dickinson-Allison Society. This
was accomplished and new officers were elected to continue the work of the
merger. A search has been made of the remaining numbers of The Forum up to
the time of its merger with a new publication bearing the name of Dickinson Law
Review, but no further mention is made of the work of the combined societies.
It would appear that the high point in the activities of the two literary societies
was reached just about the turn of the present century.
Historic Importance
It is a matter of good fortune that the early numbers of The Forum were devoted to collating important historic facts in connection with the Law School at
Carlisle, and these early editors deserve praise for their recognition of the importance of some facts which otherwise might have been lost in obscurity. It has
already been mentioned that the present law school was the successor of the Reed
School of Dickinson College, and it happened that in the year 1897, just seven
years after the reorganization, there were living in Carlisle two venerable lawyers
who were graduates of the Reed School. One of them was The Honorable Samuel
Hepburn, and the other was The Honorable Robert M. Henderson. Judge Hepburn
had served as judge of the Courts of Cumberland County and Judge Henderson
had served for a period as judge of the Courts of Dauphin County. In Volume
I of The Forum, June, 1897, Number 6, appears a most interesting and valuable
set of interviews with these men in which they relate experiences and reminiscenses
of the days when they were under the instruction of Judge Reed, then President
Judge of the Courts of Cumberland County and professor of law in the faculty of
Dickinson College. It is also stated that after the death of Judge Reed, the Honorable James H. Graham, who was at the time Judge of the Courts of Cumberland
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County, was elected to the professorship of law in the College succeeding his
eminent predecessor. He died in 1882, and the science of law was not represented
in the courses of the College from that until January 9, 1890 when the president
and executive committee of the College unanimously authorized the reestablishment of the Law School as already indicated in preceding portions of this paper.
A reference to this early volume will amply repay anyone interested in the history
of our School.
Commencement
The commencement exercises of the Law School from the beginning were
separte from those of the College and were held in Bosler Hall in the early part
of the College commencement week. It is stated that the commencement for the
Class of 1897 was held on Monday afternoon, June 7, at 4 o'clock, and as has

already been noted, the graduating class was addressed by the Honorable Charles
R. Lore, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Delaware, and his address is printed in full in Volume I of The Forum. The commencement exercises for the Class
of 1898 were held in Bosler Hall on Tuesday evening, June 7, and it was stated
that the change was made from afternoon to that of evening on account of the
more pleasant atmosphere. Just why the change was made from Monday to Tuesday
is not explained, but Tuesday of commencement week and in the evening remained
the stated period for the Law School commencements until years later when the
exercises were rearranged and the College and Law School graduates received their
diplomas on the same occasion. This in turn has been recently changed, and the
Law School commencements have reverted to the original plan of being held
separately and with distinguished speakers addressing the graduating classes. The
speaker at the 1898 graduation exercises was The Honorable William B. Hornblower, at the time a distinguished member of the New York Bar. His address
was entitled "The Common Sense of The Common Law", a masterly production
that merits rereading and is printed in Volume 2 of The Forum.
In Volume III of The Forum appears the commencement address of The
Honorable St. Clair McKelway at the time a famed orator and distinguished editor
of The Brooklyn Eagle. The subject of the address was "American Leadership".
It is interesting to comment that just recently The Brooklyn Eagle, one of the old
newspapers of the east, something over 100 years old, was compelled to close its
doors owing to financial troubles and a strike of its employees, the combination of
the two circumstances making it impossible to carry on. Thus a great landmark
in newspaperdom has passed away. Space does not permit a further designation of
these fine addresses to our law graduates, so fortunately perpetuated in the files of
our Law School publication. The last which is noted, and it appears the last address
as published, will be found in Volume VIII of The Forum, delivered at the June
commencement in 1904 by the Honorable Hampton L. Carson, at the time Attorney
General of Pennsylvania and one of the Commonwealth's most distinguished
lawyers.
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The Library
At the present time Dickinson School of Law is the proud possessor of a well
stocked library composed of thousands of volumes of reports of the decisions,
not only of Pennsylvania but of the other states of the Union, the United States
and English reports, together with the latest and best approved commentaries,
digests and other aids in the never-ending search for the law. This library is not
only comprehensive but well cataloged, thus making its volumes readily accessible.
It has within its files at the present time many rare old volumes and above all it
is a practical working library and used constantly by those interested in the law.
In thumbing over the early volumes of The Forum, one is profoundly impressed
with the beginning of this library upon the reorganization of the School in 1890.
It is recorded that the School began its revitalized period with practically no law
books or volumes of reports for the students to use. This need was met very early
by a gift of Dr. Trickett to the School of a set of the PennsylvaniaReports. At this
time the Allison family of Philadelphia, staunch friends of the College and of the
Law School, and noted for their generous benefactions, promptly came to the aid
of the School of Law and not only donated the money for the renovation of the
building, but also donated a goodly sum of money with which the nucleus of the
Dean's contribution was generously nurtured. As long as the Allison family lived
it manifested the family's deep interest in the School, and in the Directory of the
School, just recently published, it will be noted that William. C. Allison, Jr., now
deceased, was a member of the Class of 1892, the first one to be graduated following the incorporation and the opening of the institution.
Perhaps to keep the record straight and to give credit where it is justly due,
a quotation from Volume II of The Forum will give the story as it was related at the

time:
"It is just three years ago that the Library received its largest donation, the sum of $1,000 presented as a New Year's gift by Mrs. Mary
Cooper Allison of Philadelphia. When the school opened, in October
1890, it had not a single book. During the year, the Dean put in the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court reports beginning with Barr. Certain incorporators made contributions by which digests and a few text books
were procured. From publishers others were obtained. In 1891, a Japanese
bazaar was held by Mr. Issa Tanimura, of Tokio, then in the school, from
which $400 was realized. The funds of the school have been in part employed in securing additions. In this way the library has grown until it is
now a larger and more useful collection of books than nine lawyers out
of every ten in the state of Pennsylvania have regular access to. The gift
of Mrs. Allison was the means of placing at the disposal of the students
the reports of New York, of the Circuit Court of Appeals, and of the
Supreme Court of the United States, and the English reports; the most
important single addition yet made to the school library. It is proper to
recall that the re-opening of the law school was projected in 1890 by four

gentlemen, Dr. Reed, President of the college, William C. Allison, Esq.,
husband of the benefactress to whom we have referred, Hon. W. F.
Sadler, and Dean Trickett. It was made possible by the generous offer
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of Mr. Allison to fit up the building, then in a very dilapidated state,
for law school uses. While he lived the school had no more solicitous and
generous patron; the names of this estimable gentlemen and of Mrs.
Allison, who survives him, will forever be remembered by those who from
time to timle, come to the school and gain their professional preparation
within its walls. In the name of the students we send respectful and cordial
New Year's greetings to Mrs. Allison."
It is worthy of note that the recently published Alumni Directory lists Dr.
Tanimura, a graduate of the class of 1891, as alive and living in Tokio, Japan.
Another interesting item anent the library and found in Volume II of The
Forum, carries the information that steps had been taken by the Board of Incorporators at a recent meeting looking towards the erection of a new library building
on the lot in the rear of the Law School. It further states that a committee was
appointed to confer with the authorities of the Coll'ege as owner of the ground
with regard to its occupancy by a new building and the expectation was expressed
that a large library room would thus be provided in which many times more books
than are now in the library could be housed and with ampler desk room for
study. The item closed with a statement that the room now occupied by the books
will then b'e used as a waiting room and in this way some of the noise which often
interrupts work at the assembling of the classes will be avoided. Nothing further
appears in the record relative to this contemplated project but a reasonable inference
is that after more mature study it did not fit in with the general design of the
Law School expansion as it was eventually made.
The comments on the library are herewith closed with a homily by the editor
which has a strangely familiar sound as though it might have been written as
late as yesterday. The quotation is as follows:
"Th'ere is a movement on foot to consider some plan for getting the
men to return the books to their shelves in the library after they have been
used.
"Anyone bringing about such a desirable innovation will deserve
the hearty thanks of the present and of future generations of students.
We have all made those tours of the tables, pawing over pile upon pile
of books that lie every-which-way, looking at anywhere from fifty to two
hundred numbers, and then starting the round again until we finally
found the book we were after on the seat of a chair under the table. Was it
pleasant? or instructive? or calculated to make one love one's fellowmen?
"The man who will, for the sake of the slight trouble he can thereby save himself, leave his books lying about the library, and compel
a half-dozen men to hunt high and low for them, is so ingrainedly selfish
and inconsiderate of all his fellow-students that he deserves no more consideration from them than they give to any other nuisance. Most of the
men, seeing their own advantage, will readily agree and carry out an
agreement to replace the books they use. The few who will not should be
coerced."

DICKiNSON LAW REViWIEWV

VOL. 59

A Dormitory System.
In scanning the early numbers of The Forum one is impressed with the
sentiment of progress that pervaded the School in the early years of the reorganization. In observations already made this has been noted, but an interesting item
is found in the February issue, 1898, in Volume II of The Forum, wherein a
strong argument is presented in the form of an editorial advocating the adoption
of the dormitory system for the Law School. This argument is so complete that the
same is quoted, reading as follows:
"Does the Law School n'eed a dormitory? To one mingling with the
students of the Law School, the above question comes most frequently:
in fact it is a question agitating the minds of not a few of the present
attendants of the Law School. Among the many arguments in the affirmative of this question are that, ( 1) dormitories are essential elements to a
well regulated educational institution. (2) The student body would be intact. (3) College students are obliged to room in dormitories and are thus
kept under the direct management of the faculty. Why not Law students?
(4) Association of student with student is conducive to the intellectual
health of all concerned. (5) It would increase the attendance of our rapidly growing and prosperous Law School. (6) Students coming to the
school would not be inconvenienced by being compelled to hunt rooms
which, as is very often the case, are unsuitable. (7) The student body
would gladly welcome such an acquisition as filling a much needed want.
We understand that buildings in close proximity to the Law School are
for sale which would be most appropriate for our required dormitories.
Will the institution grant h'er students this boon and add to its honor and
efficiency? Let us hope she will. Or will some kind benefactor come
forward in this hour of greatest need?"
Although the hope expressed by the writer of this editorial was somewhat
long deferred, it finally came to fruition as is evidenced by our present excellent
dormitory scheme which is undoubtedly but the beginning of a further development of the School property along these same lines.
Relative to the original suggestion, and it is believed that the above quotation
constitutes th'e original suggestion of the dormitory system by the School, it may
be said as a matter of record that the incorporators did carefully consider the proposal as they had likewise considered a proposal for the construction of a building for library purposes adjoining the old Law School at West and Pomfret
Streets, but the incorporators in turn were far visioned and looked forward to the
time when a complete set of new buildings for the School would be established
at a new location when a suitable site was selected. This opportunity presented
itself when following the development of Mooreland Addition to Carlisle, which
took place in 1910, the land to the west of College Street, which had so long been
held intact, was thrown open for development and the present site of Trickett Hall
was eventually selected. For the benefit of the present generation and quoting
a recital from another article by the present writer, entitled "Reminiscences of Old
Carlisle", the following may be of interest to those having an historical bent:
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"Turning attention to College Street in 1902, the corner at College
and High Streets, formerly the Bosler Home, was occupied by Thompson's Coal Yard and the corner site, opposite the present Law Building,
now the home of Mrs. William Kramer, was a vacant lot used as a cattle
yard.
"The more significant change on this street is noted on the west
side between South and High Streets. Fifty years ago there were no
buildings the entire length except at the High Street corner, a small brick
dwelling which later was torn down. This long frontage was owned by
the Misses Moore and extended west to the Lane at what is now Biddle
Athletic Field. A portion of this extensive property was fenced, the owners keeping a herd of deer, and the home with other outbuildings being
in the center. with the rear taken up by an orchard and farm buildings
with the land under cultivation. This choice territory constituted an effectual impediment to the borough extension to the west. In 1910, the
owners sold all the farm land which was developed into the present
Mooreland Addition to Carlisle. In 1917 the new Law Building was
erected and recently the Dormitory System was added. In the course of
time the College acquired the Moore Homestead, the deer having been
dispersed to their native haunts. Thus came to an end one of the show
places of Old Carlisle but supplanted by the College buildings now and
in contemplation.
"The Mooreland Land Co. laid out the entire plot, bounded by
Mooreland Avenue on the tast, the Lane adjoining Biddle Athletic
Field on the west, High Street on the north and Walnut Street on the
south. Mooreland Avenue was named after the homestead of the Misses
Moore: Conway Street for Dr. Moncure Conway, a loyal friend of Dickinson College and for whom Conway Hall was named by Andrew Carnegie,
the donor of the Hall; Parker Street was named for Isaac Brown Parker.
a former owner of the land and grandfather of the Misses Moore and
Wilson Street after James Wilson a Justice of the Supreme Court of
the United States and an early resident of Old Carlisle. All streets laid
out on the plot by the Land Co. were supplied with gas and water by
Carlisle Gas & Water Co. at the initial cost of the Land Co. which was
later reimbursed by the Gas & Water Co. upon the respective lines showing an agreed return. Likewise all streets were graded and macadamized,
with concrete pavements and gutters at the expense of the Company,
including installation of fire hydrants. The basic idea of the Company
was that all initial costs of improvement were to be paid out of the prices
obtained for the lots, leaving only maintenance costs for the municipality."
With the acquisition of the Moore Homestead property by the College and
the extensive development in new buildings now taking place on this particular
area, such a change has been wrought as cannot be fully appreciated except by
those who knew the situation as has been outlined in the above quotation, and
one can look forward today to further extensive additions to this particular area
by the Law School and the College.
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The Three-Year Course
In the development of an idea of education it would be a great mistake to
assume that physical equipment is the ultimate to be attained. Not that this
writer would minimize the importance of adequate physical equipment, for in
the fifty years we have gone through the experience; but fundamentally the
equipment is only a means furnished to carry out the idea of education.
Relating this homily to our own Law School development from the very first
number of The Forum to this last number of the Review, stress has been laid
upon the work of the School in giving to the students an adequate foundation
for the practice of the law.
Applying in a measure these observations, it is a fact that in the early days
of the School the course leading to a degree was two years but gradually this
was extended and we note that in the advent of Professor Frederick C. Woodward
as a teacher in the School, the course required had been extended to three years.
This information is set forth in Volume III of The Forum of October, 1898,
wherein is heralded the appearance of Professor Woodward giving a summary
of his previous career and also explaining the reason for this provision for an increase of instruction. Professor Woodward remained with the School from October of 1898 to June of 1902 when he was succeeded by the present writer.
The impulse leading to the extension of the course for the three-year period
was in turn the imminence of the establishment of a State Board of Law Examiners, and this matter is discussed in the January, 1899 number, Volume III

of The Forum.
End of the Forum
The publication of The Forum as such embraces twelve volumes and comes
to an end with the May, 1908 issue of Volume XII. Beginning with Volume XIII
th'e present name of Dickinson Law Review was adopted. In Volume XXX of the
Review appears a General Index 'embracing The Forum, Volumes I-XII, and
the Law Review, Volumes XIII-XXX, covering the years 1897-1926. In handling
the Review as a whole this General Index is a matter of invaluable utility in making
the subject matter readily available. It is the impression of the writer that there
has been no subsequent or supplementary general indexing and if this is a correct
statement, the suggestion is made that an index of the Volumes XXXI-LVIV be
made. Volume XXXIII of the Review, covering October, 1928 to May, 1929 is
noteworthy as containing the last moot court cases recorded, five in number and

all having a decision by Dr. Trickett sitting as the appellate court. These five cases
include some interesting legal problems to which the reader is referred, and of
the five cases the Supreme Court reversed three and affirmed two. These published
cases were the last prepared by Dr. Trickett who died August 1, 1928. From this
time forward the Review ceased to publish any moot court cases, and thus there

came to an end a practice which existed for approximately thirty years. The publi-
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cation of separate articles on legal topics began with March, 1904 number of
The Forum, Volume VIII, Number 6, and was a production of Dr. Trickett,
entitled "Character Evidence in Criminal Cases". This was followed in the same
volume by an article by the same author entitled "Character Evidence in Civil
Cases", and the last one in the same volume and by the same author entitled
"Impeachment of Witnesses". All of these articles were signed "William Trickett".
In succeeding volumes there were published many articles by the same learned
author and these contributions continued through Volumt XXXII of the Review
containing the numbers from October 1927 to June 1928. There will be noticed
in the Review that many of the articles were not signed but there is no question
as to the identity of the author. The last article was entitled characteristically "Independence" and is found in Volume XXXII at page 1.
Conclusion.

With the above observations this particular article is concluded with the hope
that it may prove interesting and possibly inspiring to the reader and that others
so impressed may search these volumes with the assurance that labor in so doing
will not be spent in vain if the ambition of the reader is to acquire a broad comprehensive knowledge of the law and some valuable history of the early struggles
of this now venerable institution with its large body of graduates and undergraduates to whom is presented a vista of the future well justifying an appraisement
of the founders "that they builded better than they knew."
It is contemplated to present a second article in which the legal mind of
William Trickett will be presented in a discussion of that formidable array of
learning embodied in his articles published in this Review.

